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This list is drawn from the diverse works of Room to Read’s 12 Book Creator Collective members.

1.“Love Poem for the End of the World” by Alexandra Huynh 
As the 2021 National Youth Poet Laureate of the United States, Alexandra Huynh brings a lot to the table — or shall we say page. This poem is riveting, taking 
readers on a journey to find the beauty of uncertainty and the fleeting nature of life in our imperfect, chaotic world.  

2. “The Henna Artist: A Novel” by Alka Joshi 
The first book in The Jaipur Trilogy, “The Henna Artist” follows Lakshmi, a henna artist living on her own in Jaipur in the 1950s. After escaping an abusive 
marriage, Lakshmi works hard to grow her henna artist business among the wealthy women of the upper class, yet she faces challenges and threats that arise to 
unravel her self-made success. Read the novel to discover how Lakshmi navigates the ups and downs that come her way as she pursues the dream of an 
independent life.  

3. “Orphan Train” by Christina Baker Kline 
During the Great Depression, “orphan trains” regularly carried thousands of abandoned children from the cities of the East Coast to the farmlands of the 
Midwest. The novel follows Vivian Daly, a child from an Irish immigrant family who was sent by train from New York City to an uncertain Midwest future. 
Returning east later in life, Vivian leads a quiet, peaceful existence on the coast of Maine. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent past. 
When 17-year-old Molly Ayer must complete a community-service position helping an elderly widow clean out her attic, Molly discovers that she and Vivian 
aren’t as different as they appear.  

4. “The Book of Wondrous Possibilities” by Deborah Abela 
An exciting fantasy written for a middle school age audience, “The Book of Wondrous Possibilities” follows young Arlo who lives with his Uncle Avery in a 
flat above their bookshop. Without many friends, Arlo only has his pet mouse Herbert to keep him company until Lisette bursts into the bookshop and begs 
him to hide her from a murderer. Read this book to discover the diverse adventures and unexpected turns of Arlo and Lisette’s newfound friendship. 

5. “How To Raise Successful People” by Esther Wojcicki 
Esther Wojcicki shares her "TRICK” to raising successful people: Trust, Respect, Independence, Collaboration, and Kindness. This acronym lays the 
foundation for Wojcicki’s book of essential, simple lessons for parents that are the opposite of helicopter parenting, allowing children to lead and discover 
their own real-world passions. This book is worth the read for parents and guardian figures to capture methods and greater insight into the process of raising 
children to become self-driven, respectful and resilient.  

6. “A Dutiful Boy: A memoir of a gay Muslim’s journey to acceptance” by Mohsin Zaidi 
In this raw coming of age memoir, Mohsin shares what it was like growing up queer in a low-income area of east London among a devout conservative 
Muslim family and community. Learn about Mohsin’s life journey to acceptance, such as becoming the first person from his school to go to Oxford University 
while leading a life isolated from his family as a gay Muslim.  

7. “Acrobat” by Nabaneeta Dev Sen, translated by Nandana Dev Sen 
“Acrobat” is a unique collection of poems translated from Bengali by Nandana Dev Sen. These poems were originally written by Nandana’s mother, Nabaneeta 
Dev Sen. This collection touches upon topics of womanhood, intimacy and body politic to capture truths of human connection, loss and love.  

8. “The Mountains Sing” by Dr. Nguyễn Phan Quế Mai 
This gripping novel shares the multigenerational tale of the Trần family, set against the backdrop of the Vietnam War. Trần Diệu Lan, who was born in 1920, 
was forced to flee her family farm with her six children as the Communist government rose in the North. Years later in Hà Nội, her young granddaughter, 
Hương, comes of age as her parents and uncles head off down the Hồ Chí Minh Trail to fight for their beloved country and family. 

9. “What About Thao?” by Oliver Phommavanh
Oliver Phommavanh’s latest book for ages 10+ follows a Vietnamese-Australian city boy named Thao who moves to a small country town. Thao enjoys being 
the new kid at his tiny school, and when another new kid named Kadir arrives, they join forces as a hilarious dynamic duo with laughs that just keep comin’! 

10. “Making Happy” by Sheetal Sheth 
“Making Happy” is Sheetal Sheth’s newest publication for children ages 5+ that focuses on social and emotional learning and shares the touching story of 
young Leila's experience with change as her mother gets sick. Yet amidst change, Leila knows one thing that never changes: love for her family. 

11. “The Last Nomad: Coming of Age in the Somali Desert” by Shugri Said Salh 
Shugri Said Salh was born in Somalia and sent to live with her nomadic grandmother in the desert as a young girl. In 1992, she immigrated to North America 
after civil war broke out in her home country. “The Last Nomad” is an autobiography that captures Salh’s life experience growing up within a nomadic 
community among harsh conditions and her perseverance as a young woman through the trials and tribulations of life.  

12. “Cop & Robber” by Tristan Bancks 
Tristan Bancks’ latest book is a crime and mystery novel for ages 10+. This exciting read follows Nash Hall, a kid whose dad is a criminal and mother is a cop. 
When Nash’s dad wants him to help with a robbery, Nash is thrown into an exhilarating and dangerous predicament. It’s fast-paced and action-packed for 
young readers eager to read a thriller.  
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Like this book list? 
Share your thoughts on social media with the hashtag #RtRBookClub
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