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The Seetabadi Fair takes place every year in a village in 
Rajasthan. This year, Lalchand set up shop — a shop of turbans. 
He decorated the shop with colorful turbans from all over the 
country and set aside the Rajasthani turbans for sale.  

Not only did the colourful shop attract people at the fair, it 
also drew huge crowds from the villages nearby. Anybody 
who looked at the shop of turbans was amazed at the variety! 



Slowly, night fell. The sweet shops and the merry-go-rounds 
closed down. Lalchand was also tired. He rolled the shutters 
of his shop down and went to sleep. Now, the turbans were left 
alone to themselves. Aha! Then began a round of introductions.



 “Colourful, I fly,up in the sky! 
I’m the honour and pride
of the kings, that’s why.”

 The turban from Rajasthan said, 



 “Balle, balle!!  
In the land of Punjab, I stand tall. 
We dance all night and have a ball!”

Singing and dancing,  
The turban from Punjab said, 



“Here comes the jolly groom 
with his wedding band!  
On his head, I sit with pride, 
looking very grand.”

Lying on the ground was a beautifully decorated turban. 
This turban certainly looked different from the others. She 
said,   



“Look at me, I’m nine yards 
long! I’m tied around a  farmer’s 
head. He sings a happy song.”

Nine yards long! 
“How long can this turban be?” 
thought all the other turbans.



The night grew darker. The turbans chatted away merrily, 
so much so that they lost track of time. The whole fair had 
gone to sleep, but from the turban shop chattering could 
still be heard.  

My master is so roly-poly,  
goes to bed with a puffed-up belly.  
A name that’s spread so wide and 
far…I am the turban from Marwar. 

All the turbans had introduced themselves, except for one. 
Eyeing the other turbans as they spoke about themselves,  
she waited for her turn. She smiled and said, 



Lalchand got up in the morning and opened his shop.

Slowly and steadily, children began to gather around. 
Lalchand, the turbans and the children were so happy.
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أشَْياءٌ كَثيـرةٌ تجَْعَلنُي سَعيدًا. 

هَلْ تحُِبوّنَ أنَْ تعَْرفِوها؟

Many things make me happy. 

Would you like to know what 
some of those things are?



يتِْ وَالزَّعْتـَرِ، مَنْقوشةُ الزَّ

هُا أمُّي،  تحَُضِّ

فـَآكُلهُا ساخِنَةً، 

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.

My mom makes an olive oil and zaatar sandwich.

I eat it hot and I feel happy.



الشّايُ بِالمَْرْيـَمِيَّةِ،

يغَْليهِ أبَي،

بهُُ مَعًا، نشَْرَ

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.
My father boils tea with melamine.

I drink it with him

and I become happy.



تي،  أجَْلِسُ مَعَ جَدَّ

شُ كَعْكَ العْيدِ  ننَُقِّ

بِأشَْكالٍ جَميلةٍَ،

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.

I sit with my grandmother.

We bake Eid cakes.

We make many designs

and it makes me happy.



ي عَلى كَتِفَيْهِ يحَْمِلنُي جَدِّ

يتْونَ، لنَِقْطِفَ الزَّ

ةٍ، أهُزُّ الشجرةَ بِقُوَّ

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا. 

My grandfather carries me on his shoulders

while picking olives.

I shake the tree hard

and find I am happy.



أصَْنَعُ كُراتِ المَْنْسَفِ،

أكَُوِّرهُا بِإِتقْانٍ،
وآَكُلهُا بِشَهِيَّةٍ،

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.

I make sweets, 

rolling them into balls carefully.

I eat them with pleasure

and I am happy.



، أجَْتمَِعُ مَعَ أوَْلادِ الحَْيِّ

نشَْبِكُ أيَدْينا،

أدَْبكُُ مَعَهُمْ، 

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.
I gather with the children 

of the neighborhand.

We hold hands.

I dance with them

and I am happy.



يعُْطيني عَمّي العْيدِيَّةَ، 

أبَتْهَِجُ كَثيـراً، 

أخَُبِّئهُا،

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.

My uncle gives me a gift for Eid.

I smile a lot and hide it.

It makes me happy.



زِ،  تي المُْطرََّ ألَفُِّ رَأسْي بِشالِ عَمَّ

، وَأسَْدِلهُُ عَلى كَتِفَيَّ

أضَْحَكُ مِنْ قلَبْي، 

وَأكَونُ سَعيدًا.

I wrap my head with my aunt's embroidered shawl

and I let it drape on my shoulder.

I laugh from my heart 

and I become happy.
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ةِ سَعادَتي لكَِنَّني أكَونُ في قِمَّ

عِنْدَما..

But I am most happy when...



أشُاركُِ غَيْري سَعادَتهَُمْ.
I share my happiness with others.
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When I Am Happy 

What makes you happy? One young boy shows us the things that make him happy; from his 
mother’s hot thyme mankousha to his grandfather’s olive field. Come along and share his happiness!
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OEM OKOM BOK 
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DHUBB! Khhh! DHUBB! Khhh! DHUBB! 
Khhh!

One morning Nhây woke up to the lively 
beating sound of a pestle banging against a 
mortar. 

"Ah," she thought, "Mum is making green rice!



Now it's afternoon.Nhây runs to meet her 
grandparents. "What have you brought from 
the market?" she asks eagerly.

Father says, “Today is the Ok Om Bok 
festival, don’t you remember? Granny 
and Grandpa are arriving soon."



Nhây asks her grandfather, “Why do 
we celebrate Ok Om Bok, Grandpa?"

Grandmother shows Nhây the special 
foods in her basket. 

“I bought these for the Ok Om Bok 
offerings,” Granny says. 



Grandpa explains gently, “For the Ok Om Bok festival, we make offerings to the gods and 
thank them for favorable weather and bountiful crops. Everyone eats today, everyone is 
fulfilled.”



That evening, the family gathers around 
the table full of offerings. Nhây fixes her 
eyes on the green rice dish.

“I want to help, too!" Nhây says. "I'll 
get some flowers for the village 
gate.”



Third, we pound them with a mortar 
and pestle. Fourth, we remove all the 
husk. Fifth, we mix the rest with fine 
sugar and shaved coconut. 

"Now I remember, Mum!" says Nhây.

Mum asks, “Nhây, do you remember 
how to make this delicious green rice?"

First, we must select the best rice 
kennels. Second, we roast them over 
straw fire until they soften. 



At last, the Ok Om Bok festival begins! Grandpa asks Nhây,
“What do you wish for?"
“I wish that my family has lots of love and 
good health," says  Nhây.
"And lots of green rice to eat!"



The family hears an excited cry from the street. “Wind lanterns! The wind lanterns are coming!"

Nhây, and her family step outside. The sky is filled with lanterns floating like flowers in the 
wind. It is the perfect ending to Ok Om Bok.
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Langutani and his father lived  
near a mountain. On the mountain lived many baboons.
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Langutani and his father liked working  
together in their mealie field. But they were troubled by 

     baboons. 
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Langutani and his father fenced the field  
with barbed wire and thorn branches. 

But the baboons 
broke the fence.
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Langutani and his father were frustrated 
and furious. They needed a plan. They thought and thought. 

Then they thought some more.
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They thought all the next day. 
That day, they worked so hard, they decided to take a bath 

after leaving the field. 
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That night, the baboons came.
They destroyed the mealies and took 
a bath of their own. 

They splashed and splashed!

1312



What a mess! 
The next day, Langutani and his father were 
frustrated and furious again. They really needed 
a plan, and they thought and thought. Suddenly, 

Langutani had an idea!
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That night, they took another bath. Afterwards, 
Langutani put itching leaves in the water. 
Then, Langutani and his father left. 
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The baboons could not wait to bathe, too.
This time, they didn’t destroy any mealies. 

They’d had so much fun the previous 
day, they just wanted to 
splash and splash!
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But now, they were itching!
Scratch, scratch, scratch! 

Scratch! Splash!
Scratch! Splash!
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That night, the baboons 
left the mountain. 

Langutani and his father were never  
bothered by those baboons again.
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