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The Seetabadi Fair takes place every year in a village in
Rajasthan. This year, Lalchand set up shop — a shop of turbans.
He decorated the shop with colorful turbans from all over the

country and set aside the Rajasthani turbans for sale.

Not only did the colourful shop attract people at the fair, it
also drew huge crowds from the villages nearby. Anybody

who looked at the shop of turbans was amazed at the variety!



Slowly, night fell. The sweet shops and the merry-go-rounds
closed down. Lalchand was also tired. He rolled the shutters
of his shop down and went to sleep. Now, the turbans were left

alone to themselves. Aha! Then began a round of introductions.



The turban from Rajasthan said,




Singing and dancing,
The turban from Punjab said,




Lying on the ground was a beautifully decorated turban.
This turban certainly looked different from the others. She

said,




“Look at me, I'm nine yards
long! I'm tied around a farmer’s

head. He sings a happy song.”

Nine yards long!
“How long can this turban be?”

thought all the other turbans.



All the turbans had introduced themselves, except for one.
Eyeing the other turbans as they spoke about themselves,

she waited for her turn. She smiled and said,

My master is so roly-poly,
goes to bed with a puffed-up belly.
A name that’s spread so wide and

far...I am the turban from Marwar.

The night grew darker. The turbans chatted away merrily,
so much so that they lost track of time. The whole fair had

gone to sleep, but from the turban shop chattering could
still be heard.



Lalchand got up in the morning and opened his shop.

Slowly and steadily, children began to gather around.
Lalchand, the turbans and the children were so happy.
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Story: Manju Gupta

Following the completion of her B.Ed., Ms. Manju Gupta went on to work as an
English teacher and later as a principal in schools in Hyderabad and Gwalior. She
has a remarkable grasp of grammar and language. Ms. Manju possesses a natural
instincttobeabletolearn“with the child”and hasa capacity toenhance the quality
of education whenever and wherever required. She enjoys writing and spreading
happiness among children.
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[llustration: Ajanta Guhathakurta

Ajanta Guhathakurta tudied fine arts at the College of Art in Delhi and has
illustrated and designed books for various leading publishers in India. She was
awarded a Certificate of Honor from the International Board on Books for Young
People in 2002. Guhathakurta also paints and conducts creative workshops for
children.
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Room to Read’s Literacy Program
supports children all over the world as
they develop into independent readers
and lifelong learners who are breaking
the cycle of illiteracy in their families.

It costs US $4 to put a set of books just
like this into the hands of a child. If you
enjoyed these books, please consider
donating what you can at roomtoread.org
today.

Visit roomtoread.org to learn more.



https://secure.roomtoread.org/page/130601/action/1?utm_source=Unbounce_Global_Book_Collection_Donation&utm_medium=landing_page&utm_campaign=General_Fundraising&utm_content=Unbounce_Global_Book_Collection_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Landing_Page&en_og_source=Web




When I Am Happy

Language: Arabic

Chief Editor: Flora Majdalawi
Creative Director: Zeid Ghokahsaw
First Edition 2017

Printing: Central Press - Jordan
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This book has been generously donated by the United Arab Emirates (UAE) community as

part of the Reading Nation Campaign launched in 2016 by His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and
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Ruler of Dubai, with the support of Dubai Cares. j

o
Room

to
Read

Room to Read® Accelerator provides technical
assistance services in children's literacy and girls'
education. Learn more at www.roomtoread.org
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GSD: JD-LLP-17-0018

Majdalawi Masterpieces is a children's publishing
house fousing on literacy through literature.
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- Would you like to know what
some of those things are?
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My father boils tea with melamine.

I drink it with him

and I become happy.
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I sit with my grandmother.

We bake FEid cakes.

We make many designs

and it makes me happy.
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I eat them with pleasure
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I make sweets,

\o

. _rolling them into balls carefully. and I am happy.
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I gather with the children
of the neighborhand.
We hold hands.
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I dance with them

and I am happy.
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My uncle gives me a gift for Eid.

= smile a lot and hide it.

P
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It makes me happy.




and I let it drape on my shoulder.
I laugh from my heart

and I become happy.
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I share my happiness with others. = J :




When I Am Happy

What makes you happy? One young boy shows us the things that make him happy; from his

mother’s hot thyme mankousha to his grandfather’s olive field. Come along and share his happiness!
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About the Author:
Hiyam Abu Adas has worked in the field of children's literature since 1992,
participating in many local, regional, and international book fairs. She
has consulted on book acquisition for many private and public educational
institutions. She is the author of two stories in the Room to Read Jordan

Accelerator Program: Books for Our Kids: Twenty Storybooks in Jordan.
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About the Illustrator:
Haya Halaw is a freelance children's book illustrator. She exhibited her work
for the first time in the fifth edition of Al Sharjah's Exhibition for children's

| books illustrations. Haya has worked with local and Arabic publishing houses.
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Room to Read’s Literacy Program
supports children all over the world as
they develop into independent readers
and lifelong learners who are breaking
the cycle of illiteracy in their families.

It costs US $4 to put a set of books just
like this into the hands of a child. If you
enjoyed these books, please consider
donating what you can at roomtoread.org
today.

Visit roomtoread.org to learn more.



https://secure.roomtoread.org/page/130601/action/1?utm_source=Unbounce_Global_Book_Collection_Donation&utm_medium=landing_page&utm_campaign=General_Fundraising&utm_content=Unbounce_Global_Book_Collection_Donation&ea.tracking.id=Landing_Page&en_og_source=Web




DEM OK OM BOK
The Ok Om Bok Festival

Téac gia/Author: Kim Hai
Hoa si/lllustrator: Lé Hoang Long, L& Nam By
Project ID: VN-LLP-12-0010

Cubn sach nay danh tang céng ty The Curious va cac sang lap vién — Pam Scott va Diane
Tompkins. La nhirng ngudi ludn nhiét thanh ting hd niém say mé hoc héi, kham pha, Pam
va Diane da lam viéc khéng mét moi dé mang lai cho khach hang mét trai nghiém thirong
hiéu véi chat lwgng vurot tréi. Pam va Diane vinh dw danh tang cudn sach nay cho tré em
Viét Nam. Khat khao hoc hoi sé& gitp cam em kham pha thé giéi va xay dép nén giac mo
cua riéng minh.

This book is dedicated to The Curious Company and its founding partners, Pam Scott and
Diane Tompkins. As passionate advocates for the “art of inquiry," Pam and Diane work
tirelessly to shape a dramatically better brand experience for their clients. This book is
dedicated in their honor to the children of Vietnam who will accomplish their dreams using
the power of literacy to conduct inquiries of their own.
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to 68i tac. phat uidn k9 nang aoc vidl va thal quen 60c cho hoc sinh tidu hoc. 3dng thdl. hS 10 nir sinh hoan thanh phé
Read tnéng trung hoc va trang bl ¢4¢ k9 nang $8ng nhadm giip ca¢ em thanh cbag trong hoc tép va tién xa hom niva
Room to Read seeks o f the iives of millions of children in d 19 by [ ing on Witeracy and gender equanhty in education. Warking in coflaboration

with lacal communites, pastner organizgbons and govemments, we develop Inleracy skills and a habrt o' reading among primary school children, and suppor! girls to complete
sacandary school with the ralevant lifa skifs to succeed in schoo! and beyond

Copynght © 2012 by Room to Read All nghts reserved



Il'ieng gia gao ron raﬁg
~ cla me lam Nhay thE{c ﬁlac

DHUBB! Khhh! DHUBB! Khhh! DHUBB! "Ah," she thought, "Mum is making green rice!
Khhh!

One morning Nhay woke up to the lively
beating sound of a pestle banging against a
mortar.
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-Hém nay la ngay Ié Ok Om Bok do.
Con khéng nhé sao?
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Father says, “Today is the Ok Om Bok Now it's afternoon.Nhay runs to meet her
festival, don’t you remember? Granny grandparents. "What have you brought from
and Grandpa are arriving soon." the market?" she asks eagerly.



Grandmother shows Nhay the special Nhay asks her grandfather, “Why do
foods in her basket. we celebrate Ok Om Bok, Grandpa?"

“I bought these for the Ok Om Bok
offerings,” Granny says.




Ong ben gidi thich cho Nhay:
-Minh dang I& cting la & nhd on céc vi than da phi hd
cho miia mang tudi t6t, luong thuc déi dao. Ai cliing c6

10 com an, ai cling no du. 11

Grandpa explains gently, “For the Ok Om Bok festival, we make offerings to the gods and
thank them for favorable weather and bountiful crops. Everyone eats today, everyone is
fulfilled.”
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‘I want to help, too!" Nhay says. "l'll That evening, the family gathers around
get some flowers for the village the table full of offerings. Nhay fixes her
gate.” eyes on the green rice dish.



Me hoi Nhay: -
- C6m ngon thé nay,
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. 1.Chon nh(ing béong
| |da non sai hat nhat.

Mum asks, “Nhay, do you remember
how to make this delicious green rice?"

First, we must select the best rice
kennels. Second, we roast them over
straw fire until they soften.

o gh

3. Bb vao cdi gia.

Third, we pound them with a mortar
and pestle. Fourth, we remove all the
husk. Fifth, we mix the rest with fine
sugar and shaved coconuit.

"Now | remember, Mum!" says Nhay.



~ Ongnéi trinh trong
- hoi Nhay:

con uac gi? i

““Thua néi, con udc ca nha
khde manh, thuong nhau
Va... 6 nhiéu c6m dep dé an.

At last, the Ok Om Bok festival begins! Grandpa asks Nhay,
“What do you wish for?"

“I wish that my family has lots of love and
good health," says Nhéay.
"And lots of green rice to eat!"
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The family hears an excited cry from the street. “Wind lanterns! The wind lanterns are coming!”

Nhay, and her family step outside. The sky is filled with lanterns floating like flowers in the
wind. It is the perfect ending to Ok Om Bok.
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Room to Read’s Literacy Program
supports children all over the world as
they develop into independent readers
and lifelong learners who are breaking
the cycle of illiteracy in their families.

It costs US $4 to put a set of books just
like this into the hands of a child. If you
enjoyed these books, please consider
donating what you can at roomtoread.org
today.

Visit roomtoread.org to learn more.
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Langutani’s Trick

Langutani Christopher Makhubele

Stephen Wallace  Caitlin Sloane
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Langutani’s Trick

Langutani Christopher Makhubele  Stephen Wallace  Caitlin Sloane



Langutani and his father lived

near a mountain. On the mountain lived many baboons.




Langutani and his father liked working

together in their mealie field. But they were troubled by

baboons.



Langutani and his father fenced the field

with barbed wire and thorn branches.

But the baboons

broke the fence.




Langutani and his father were frustrated

and furious. They needed a plan. They thought and thought.
‘e Then they thought some more.
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They thought all the next dau.
That day, they worked so hard,

they decided to take a bath

after leaving the field.

n
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That night, the baboons came.
They destroyed the mealies and took

a bath of their own.

They splashed and Splashed!
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what a mess!

The next day, Langutani and his father were
frustrated and furious again. They really needed
a plan, and they thought and thought.

Suddenly,
Langutani had an idea!

15



That night, they took another bath. Afterwards,
Langutani put itching leaves in the water.

Then, Langutani and his father left.
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The bAboOONS could not wait to bathe, too.

This time, they didn’t destroy any mealies.

Theyd had so much fun the previous

day, they just wanted to
splash and splash!

19
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But now, they were itching!

e cratc™ Splashy

\(‘\.
Scratch) ¢\

Scratch, scratch, scratch!

21
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That night, the baboons Langutani and his father were never

left the mountain. bothered by those baboons again.




Room Room to Read South Africa

tO 1209 Francis Baard Street, The Gables, 1 Floor, Hatfield, Pretoria 0028, South Africa
www.roomtoread.org
Read

In 2018, the REACH project supported Room to Read and local South African publishers to create 20 new books in
South African languages. You hold one of these books in your hand! Each book was originally written in Sepeds, siSwati,
Xitsonga, Tshivenda or isiZulu. All 20 books are available in all of these languages, as well as English. To find out more,
visit onedayonebook.org.

Langutani’s Trick

Room to Read GSD ID: [Room to Read to insert]
ISBN: [One Day One Book to insert]

The first edition of this book was published by Sharp Shoot.

This book was originally written in Xitsonga by Langutani Christopher Makhubele.
Illustrated by Stephen Wallace

Designed by Caitlin Sloane

Edited by Alison Ziki

with the help of the One Day One Book participants in Johannesburg on 2 June 2018.

If you are interested in purchasing more copies of this book, please contact the publisher:

Sharp Shoot
Shop 3 A, 4 Devenish St, Polokwane, 0699, South Africa
015297 8416

This project was funded by Results in Education for All Children (REACH) trust fund at the World Bank and the Global
Book Alliance, and supported by the Department of Basic Education.

[Smom

Copyrights for this book are all held by the creators of each part of the book. They have chosen to license their part under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 license, which means that the entire book holds this same license. Thus, anyone can freely read, download, translate, print, and
distribute this book. If you do reuse anything from this book, you must credit the creators.
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Room to Read’s Literacy Program
supports children all over the world as
they develop into independent readers
and lifelong learners who are breaking
the cycle of illiteracy in their families.

It costs US $4 to put a set of books just
like this into the hands of a child. If you
enjoyed these books, please consider
donating what you can at roomtoread.org
today.

Visit roomtoread.org to learn more.
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